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Dear Supervisors:

SUN VALLEY PARK DRAIN AND INFILTRATION SYSTEM PROJECT
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 3)

(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

This action is to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Council for Watershed Health to
augment our sampling efforts at Sun Valley Park Drain and Infiltration Project for their study to
assess the long-term effects of stormwater infiltration on groundwater quality in the Los Angeles
Basin.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

1. Find that the proposed project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act for the reasons stated in this letter and in the record of the project.

2. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee, acting as the Chief Engineer of the Los
Angeles County Flood Control District, to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Council for Watershed Health to augment our sampling efforts at Sun Valley Park Drain and
Infiltration Project for their study to assess the long-term effects of stormwater infiltration on
groundwater quality for 2 years.

3. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee, acting as the Chief Engineer of the Los
Angeles County Flood Control District, to enter into amendments or modifications of the
Memorandum of Understanding, to extend the term by not more than 2 years, and make any
nonmaterial changes to the term of the Memorandum of Understanding, if the Director or her
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designee determines that it is appropriate and in the Los Angeles County Flood Control District's
interest to do so.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Sun Valley Park Drain and Infiltration System Project was completed in 2006 by the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District (LACFCD) as a project identified in the Sun Valley Watershed
Management Plan. The project collects stormwater from a 21-acre tributary area through a
constructed storm drain to the Sun Valley Park. Runoff is routed through a water quality treatment
system at the park to remove suspended solids and heavy metals. The treated runoff is then
directed into two underground infiltration basins where the water is naturally filtered and recharged
into the groundwater aquifer.

The Council for Watershed Health (CWH) is a nonprofit corporation, which has received a grant from
the California State Water Resources Control Board, Proposition 84 to perform a study to assess the
effect of long-term stormwater infiltration on groundwater quality. This study will require groundwater
monitoring for a total of five locations across the Los Angeles area. This study will build on the
successes and knowledge gained from the two earlier phases of the CWH's Los Angeles Water
Augmentation Study to demonstrate the positive impacts and multiple benefits of Stormwater
Infiltration Best Management Practices including, but not limited to, increasing local water supplies,
improving water quality, and reducing flood impacts.

The Sun Valley Park Drain and Infiltration System was implemented to provide stormwater treatment
and subsequent infiltration to improve the groundwater supply in the area. As such, the LACFCD
has a strong interest in understanding the trends in groundwater quality and the effects of infiltration
on the water quality. The LACFCD currently conducts semi-annual monitoring at Sun Valley Park to
assess the performance of the Sun Valley Drain and Infiltration System. The CWH's study will utilize
the LACFCD'’s existing data and augment our current monitoring efforts to build on the knowledge of
groundwater infiltration.

The purpose of the recommended actions are to authorize the Director of Public Works or her
designee, on behalf of the LACFCD, to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the CWH,
substantially similar to the enclosed, for augmenting our sampling efforts at the LACFCD
groundwater monitoring wells for the Sun Valley Park Drain and Infiltration System Project site, and
to delegate authority to the Chief Engineer of the LACFCD or her designee to execute nonmaterial
amendments and modifications of the Memorandum of Understanding.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Integrated Services Delivery (Goal 3) to put
forth collaborative efforts and maximize opportunities to improve community health. The study is a
collaboration that will provide health benefits to the community by assessing the long-term impacts of
groundwater infiltration on water quality.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund. The study cost of approximately $34,578 will
be funded by the CWH. The LACFCD will initially fund the sampling and the CWH will reimburse the
LACFCD with grant funding. Funding for this study is included in the LACFCD Fund Fiscal Year
2014-15 Budget.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The enclosed Memorandum of Understanding has been reviewed and approved as to form by
County Counsel.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). The project, which consists of basic data collection and research activities, is within a class
of projects that has been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment in that it
meets the criteria set forth in Section 15306 of the CEQA Guidelines and Class 6(b) of the County's
Environmental Reporting Procedures and Guidelines, Appendix G. In addition, the project is not in a
sensitive environment and there are no cumulative impacts, unusual circumstances, or other limiting
factors that would make the exemption inapplicable based on the project records.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTYS)

There will be no negative impact to current services.
Approval of the recommended action will benefit the LACFCD by providing research results that will

assess the impact of stormwater infiltration and inform groundwater recharge efforts at future sites in
the Los Angeles Basin.

CONCLUSION

Please return an adopted copy of this letter to the Department of Public Works, Watershed
Management Division.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director
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c: Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)

County Counsel
Executive Office


























